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Transitory Waterscapes
Landscape Paintings and an Evaporation Pool
By Danae Mattes
Snite Museum of Art, University of Notre Dame
August 9 to December 6, 2015
These beautiful landscapes are the artist’s personal “maps” of time spent within nature, formal
equivalents to the experience of moving through the landscape. She combines “materials and
methods that are, in themselves, directly extracted from the earth and which interact in ways that
are inherent to their physical properties.” That is, the paintings are created from natural
materials (clay, fiber, and pigments), where shapes, patterns, and forms are revealed through
natural processes––such as evaporation causing clay to dry and crack, and gravity moving waterbased pigments across sloped canvases.
Mattes will also install an evaporation pool within the gallery. Liquid clay will be poured into a
clay basin on the gallery floor. As the water evaporates from the clay over days and weeks, the
various clays used will create distinct cracking and tonal patterns.
" I am interested in expanding my understanding of 'landscape.' The pastoral perspective that
had been developing since the 14th century in European landscape painting became a tradition
wherein the landscape existed as a backdrop for depictions of human activities, secular and
religious. As 'scenery,' an appropriately theatrical term, the treatment of landscape as a backdrop
set the 'stage' for what was considered the more important and dominating theatre of the human
narrative. Further treatment of landscape in the periods of Romanticism, Impressionism, and
progressively onward, focused more on individualistic expression of subject matter. Certainly,
J.W. Turner, who so poignantly focused on the romantic sublime, figures clearly in my list of
influences", writes Danae Matthes in her artist's statement.

Photo caption: Danae Mattes (American, b. 1958), Rain, a Hundred Roots Silently Drinking,
2010, clay, paper, and pigment on canvas, 66 x 133 x 9 inches.
For additional images contact Gina Costa at gcosta@nd.edu or 574-631-4720.
Or more images and information are available at the artist’s website: www.danaemattes.net
Public exhibition reception: 2 to 4 PM, Sunday, September 13, 2015. Free admission.
The Snite Museum of Art, University of Notre Dame
The Snite Museum of Art is located on the campus of the University of Notre Dame, near South
Bend, Indiana. Museum hours are 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m., Tuesday through Friday; and noon–5:00
pm Saturday and Sunday. Admission is free. Museum information is available at 574-631-5466
or at the Museum’s website: http://sniteartmuseum.nd.edu. Driving directions and parking
information are available at http://nd.edu/visitors/directions/.
The Snite Museum of Art provides opportunities to enjoy, respond to, learn from, and be inspired
by original works of art. As a department of the University of Notre Dame, the museum
supports teaching and research; creates and shares knowledge, celebrates diversity through the
visual arts, serves the local community, and explores spiritual dimensions of art.
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